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AT8(T
Patrick W. Turner
Assistant Vice President - Senior Legal Counsel
ATST Georgia
ArsrT South Carolina

Arar SeNlces, Inc.
Legal Department
675 West Peachtree Street, NW

Suite 4323
Atlanta, GA 30308

T: 404-927-5290
pt12tLi@attsem

January 24, 2018

The Honorable Jocelyn Boyd
Chief Clerk of the Commission
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, South Carolina 29211

Re: The Impact of the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act on South Carolina Utilities
Docket No. 2017-381-A

Dear Ms. Boyd:

Enclosed for filing in the above-captioned matter is AT&T South Carolina's Notice of
Non-Participation.

By copy of this letter, I am serving a copy of this document on all parties of record as
indicated on the attached Certificate of Service.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

Patrick W. Turner

PWT/sh
Enclosure
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IN RE:

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION OF

SOUTH CAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2017-381-A

THE IMPACT OF THE TAX CUTS )
AND JOBS ACT ON )
SOUTH CAROLINA UTILITIES )

NOTICE OF NON-PARTICIPATION OF AT&T SOUTH CAROLINA

The ORS's Petition and the Commission's Directive in this Docket address what impact,

ifany, the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act should have on the rates customers pay for certain utility

services. As explained below, neither the rates nor any other aspect of broadband or any other

retail service offered by AT&T South Carolina're within the jurisdiction of the Commission.

Accordingly, AT&T South Carolina respectfully informs the Commission that it does not

anticipate filing a report on thc impact of the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act or otherwise

participating in these proceedings. Further, and only to the extent the Commission deems it

necessary or appropriate to do so, AT&T South Carolina respectfully requests that the Commission

enter an Order clarifying that it is not required to file such a report or otherwise participate in these

proceedings.

I. The Commission May Require Reports and Initiate Inspections Regarding Only
Matters That Are Within the Jurisdiction of the Commission.

As an agency created by the General Assembly, the Commission "possesses only the

authority given it by the legislature." While state statutes give the Commission authority to

BellSouth Telecommunications, LLC d/b/a AT&T South Carolina.
South Carolina Cable Television Assoc. v. South Carohna Public Service Commission, 313

S.C. 48, 437 S.E. 2d 38, 38 (1993); See also, City of Camden v. Public Service Commission of
South Carolina, 283 S.C. 380, 323 S.E. 2d 519, 521 (1984) ("[t]he Public Service Commission is
a governmental body of limited power and jurisdiction, and has only such powers as are conferred
upon it either expressly or by reasonably necessary implication by the General Assembly.").
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require utilities to submit written reports, those same statutes provide that "[s]uch reports must

relate to matters within the jurisdiction of the commission...." Similarly, while state statutes

give the Commission authority to initiate inspections, audits, and examinations of public utilities,

those same statutes provide that "[s]uch inspections, audits, and examinations must relate to

matters within the commission's jurisdiction.'he ORS's Petition consistently acknowledges

these statutory restrictions on the scope of the reports it seeks.

II. The Retail Services and Rates Offered by AT&T South Carolina Are Not Within the
Jurisdiction of the Commission

The Commission "is vested with power and jurisdiction" over the rates and services of

public utilities in South Carolina, "[e]xcept as otherwise provided in Chapter 9 [of Title 58 of the

South Carolina Code of Laws]." Chapter 9 of Title 58 provides that the Commission "must not

impose any requirements related to the terms, conditions, rates or availability of broadband service

or otherwise regulate broadband service...." And with regard to all other retail services offered

by AT&T South Carolina (and by any other company that elected to operate under section 58-9-

576(C) prior to 2016), Chapter 9 of Title 58 provides that the Commission must not impose any

S.C. Code Ann. 1]58-3-190(A).
Id., t]58-3-200. The ORS's authority to make inspections, audits, and examinations is

similarly restricted to "matters within the jurisdiction of the commission." Id., $ 58-4-50(A)(2).
See, e.g., petition at I (noting that "[m]any South Carolina utilities, under thejurisdiction

of this Commission, recover federal corporate income tax expenses... through tariffed rates
charged to the utility customers " and stating that the Commission may have approved such tariffed
rates in the following types of proceedings: "general rate, rate stabilization, purchased gas
adjustment, fuel adjustment, and demand-side and energy efficiency.")(emphasis added); Id. at 2
(noting the Commission's statutory authority to require "entities subject to itsjurisdiction" to file
written reports "concerning matters thatfall within the Commission 'sjurisdiction " and asking the
Commission to require "all South Carolinajurisdictional utilities over which the Commission has
ratemahing authority to report the impact of the Act on the company's operations.")(emphasis
added).

S.C. Code Ann. $ 58-3-140(A).
Id., )58-9-280(G)(I).
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requirements related to the terms, conditions, rates or availability of, or otherwise regulate, any of

those retail services. Because AT&T South Carolina's retail services and their rates are not within

the jurisdiction of the Commission, the Commission is not authorized to require AT&T South

Carolina to submit reports regarding them.

CONCLUSION

It is clear, and appropriate, that the ORS's Petition is limited to rates and services that are

within the jurisdiction of the Commission. Because the rates and retail services it offers are not

within the jurisdiction of the Commission, AT&T South Carolina does not anticipate filing reports

on the impact of the federal Tax Cuts and Jobs Act or otherwise participating in these proceedings.

Respectfully submitted this 24th day of January, 2018.

BELLSOUTH TELECOMMUNICATIONS, LLC
d/b/a QT&T SO~ . ROLINA

f6liu'd. (~
PATRICK W. TURNER
Assistant Vice President-Senior Legal Counsel
675 West Peachtree Street, NW
Room 4323
Atlanta, Georgia 30308
(404) 927-5290
8 tl: 8ttt888 tttt.

1181319

Id., tj$58-9-576(C)(2)(b), (3). AT&T South Carolina elected to operate under Section 58-
9-576(C) in 2009. See Notice of Election filed in ND-2009-8-C.
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

COUNTY OF RICHLAND

) CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned, Susan Hodge, hereby certifies that she is employed by the AT&T

Legal Department and that she has caused AT&T South Carolina's Notice ofNon-Participation of

AT&T South Carolina to be served by the method indicated below upon the following this 24'"

day of January, 2018:

Becky Dennis, General Manager
Kiawah Island Inn Company d/b/a Kiawah Island Golf and Tennis Resort
31 Sora Rail Road
becky denniswkiawahisland.corn (2nd Email)
Johns Island, SC 29455
Email:

Bettye J. Willis, Regional VP-State Gov't Affairs
Windstream Communications, LLC
1201 W. Peachtree Street, Suite 610
Atlanta, GA 30309
Email: bett e.'.willis windstream com

Billy F. Burnett, President
CUC, Incorporated
2109 Timberland Drive
Florence, SC 29506
Email: bill burnett earthkink.net

Bruce P. Barkley, Vice President - Regulatory and Community Relations
Piedmont Natural Gas Company, Incorporated
Post Office Box 33068
Charlotte, NC 28233
Email: Bruce.Barkle iedmontn .com

Carolyn H. Smith, Office and Property Manager
Hamilton-Haynes Water Works
255 North Highway 52, Suite I

Moncks Comer, SC 29461
Email: h
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Carroll Norman
767 Pine Haven Circle
Clover, SC 29710
Email: ailnorman8 outlook.com

Charlie Northcutt
Guerin Creek Wastewater Utility, Incorporated
Post Office Box 794
Mt. Pleasant, SC 29465
Email:

Chris Barry, COO
Lake Wylie MHP Utilities, LLC
2054 Kildaire Farm Rd. ¹413
Cary, NC 27518
Email: 'I

Dale S. Ness Jr., Authorized Representative
Water Supply Company, Incorporated
Post Office Box 219
Lexington, SC 29071-0219
Email: ness ro erties miail.com

David Shoemaker
Georgia Water & Well Services, Incorporated
259 Wynbum Avenue
Athens, GA 30601
Email:

Deloris Carroll, Dir., Governmental & Reg. Affairs
CenturyLink
1411 Capital Blvd.
Mail Stop NC01560313-3159
Wake Forest, NC 27587
Email: deloris.carroll centu link.com

Don Smith
Hyde Park Water Works, Incorporated
110 Haltiwanger Road
Greenwood, SC 29649
Email: donnsmith42 ahoo.com
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Duane Carroll Dowd
Dowd Water Systems, Incorporated
77 Dowd Road
Prosperity, SC 29217
Email: '1

Edward B. Ford
133 Heather Lock Drive
Clover, SC 29170

Frank R. Ellerbe, IH, Counsel
Sowell Gray Robinson Stepp Laffitte, LLC
Post Office Box 11449
Columbia, SC 29211
Email: ll

Greg Lunsford, Director ofRevenue and Regulatory Affairs
Comporium
330 East Black Street
Post Office Box 470
Rock Hill, SC 29731
Email: e .Iunsford com orium.com

H.J. (Danny) Dandridge, General Manager
Palmetto Rural Telephone Cooperative, Incorporated
Post Office Box 1577
2471 Jefferies Highway
Walterboro, SC 29488
Email: dann d lowcount .corn

Hannah A. Lancaster, President-Operations Manager
Chesnee Telephone Company, Incorporated
Post Office Box 430
Chesnee, SC 29323
Email:

Heather Shirley Smith, Deputy General Counsel
Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC
40 W. Broad Street, Suite 690
Greenville, SC 29601
Email: heather.smith duke-ener .com



ELEC
TR

O
N
IC
ALLY

FILED
-2018

January
24

3:59
PM

-SC
PSC

-D
ocket#

2017-381-A
-Page

8
of14

J. Brian Singleton, President and CEO
Chester Telephone Company d/b/a TruVista Communications
Lockhart Telephone, Ridgeway Telephone and Chester Telephone
Post Office Box 160
Chester, SC 29706
Email:

David Black, Counsel
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Post Office Drawer 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
Email: DBlack nexsen ruet com

James C. Meade, Manager-State Government Affairs
TDS Telecom, Inc.
10025 Investment Drive
Suite 200
Knoxville, TN 37932
Email: 'im.meade tdstelecom.com

James H. Jeffries, IV, Counsel
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
100 North Tryon Street, Suite 4700
Charlotte, NC 28202
Email: 'im'effries mvalaw.corn

James H. Seay, Jr., Manager - Engineering and Regulatory Affairs
Lockhart Power Company
Post Office Box 10
Lockhart, SC 29364
Email: sea lockhart ower.com

James P. Wilder, Chief Executive Officer
Piedmont Rural Telephone Cooperative, Incorporated
Post Office Box 249
Laurens, SC 29360
Email:

Janet Teichman, Facilities Manager
Moore Sewer
Post Office Box 2753
Spartanburg, SC 29304
Email:
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Jayne T. Eve, Vice President — External Affairs
Windstream South Carolina, LLC
236 West Center Avenue
Mooresville, NC 28115
Email: 'a e.t.eve windstream.com

Jeanne Oliver, Manager
Sandhill Telephone
10025 Investment Dr., Suite 200
Knoxville, TN 37932
Email:

Jeff Larimore, CEO
Farmers Telephone Cooperative, Inc.
Post Office Box 588
Kingstree, SC 29556
Email: 'ohnn .mcdaniel mail.tic.or

Jeff T. Wilson, General Manager
West Carolina Rural Telephone
Post Office Box 610
Abbeville, SC 29620
Email:

Jeffrey M. Nelson, Counsel
Office ofRegulatory Staff
1401 Main Street, Suite 900
Columbia, SC 29201
Email:

Jenny R. Pittman, Counsel
Office of Regulatory Staff
1401 Main Street, Suite 900
Columbia, SC 29201
Email:

John F. Beach, Counsel
Adams and Reese, LLP
1501 Main Street, 5th Floor
Columbia, SC 29201
Email:
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John F. Guastella, Manager
Daufuskie Island Utility Company, Incorporated
133 Mystic Lane
Jupiter, FL 33458
Email:

John Walton
Water Head, LLC
402 Memorial Dr. Ext
Greer, SC 29651
Email: bluerid eurolo 33 shoo.com

Joseph K. Swearlngen Sr., Owner/Operator
AAA Utilities, Incorporated
3071 Hwy 6

Lexington, SC 29073
Email:

K. Chad Burgess, Director & Deputy General Counsel
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company
220 Operation Way - MC C222
Cayce, SC 29033-3701
Email: h d

L. B. Spearman, Vice President and CRO
PBT Telecom, Incorporated
1660 Juniper Springs Road
Gilbert, SC 29054
Email: ben.s carman com orium.com

Larry Schmid, President
Upstate Water Resources, Incorporated
196 W. Ridge Drive
Travelers Rest, SC 29690
Email: h 'I

Lynda B. Miller, Accountant
Ocean Lakes Utility
6001 S Kings Hwy
Myrtle Beach, SC 29575
Email: lbmiller the'acksoncom anies.com
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Marilyn Edwards
Water Supply Company, Incorporated
Post Office Box 219
Lexington, SC 29071-0219
Email: edwardsmer pule ail.com

Mark S. Wrigley, CEO
T & M Utilities, Incorporated
19 Broad Street
Sumter, SC 29151
Email:

Matthew W. Gissendanner, Senior Counsel
South Carolina Electric & Gas Company/SCANA Corporation
220 Operation Way — MC C222
Cayce, SC 29033-3701
Email: matthew. 'ssendanner scana.com

Melissa D. Gause, Corporate Manager
Lakewood Utilities, LLC
5901 South Kings Highway
Myrtle Beach, SC 29575
Email: corporate lakewoodcampground.corn,
bwile lakewoodcam ound.com

Michael Cartin, Sr. Financial Analyst
Carolina Water
150 Foster Brothers Dr.
West Columbia, SC 29172
Email:

Mike Ashfield, CRO
Palmetto
1710 Woodcreek Farms Rd., Suite A
Elgin, SC 29045
Email: mashfield niamerica.com

Mike Hagg, Chief Executive - Plant Operations
Horry Telephone Cooperative, Incorporated
Post Office Box 1820
Conway, SC 29528
Email: curie .hu 'ns htc.nc.net
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Pam Threatt, President
QH Lagoon
Post Office Box 17265
Greenville, SC 29606
Email: h

Paul Epting, Regulatory Officer
Crusader/Mountie, LLC
7801 N. Tigerville Road
Tigerville, SC 29688

Paul Steinburg
Scenic Lake Park
4915 Ridgewood Drive
Rembert, SC 29218
Email:

'
h

Rebecca J. Dulia, Senior Counsel
Duke Energy Progress, LLC
1201 Main Street, Suite 1180
Columbia, SC 29201
Email:b d k

Robert G. Gross, P.E.
T.J. Bamwell Utility, Incorporated
Post Office Box 1028
Beaufort, SC 29901
Email: midlandsutilit ail.com

Robert G. Gross, President
Harbor Island Utilities, Incorporated
Post Office Box 1028
Beaufort, SC 29901-1028
Email:

Robert L. Helmly, President/General Manager
Post Office Box 1194
Moncks Corner, SC 29461
Email: robert.helmly@hometelco.corn
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Robert LaBonte, VP & COO
Hargray
Post Office Box 5986
Hilton Head Island, SC 29938
Email: rjllkh~ar r~a.corn

Sam D. Weaver, President
Condor Environmental, LLC
Post Office Box 462
Greer, SC 29652
Email: rec cleh2o condorenvironmental.or

Sara S. Rogers, Counsel
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Nexsen Pruet, LLC
Post Office Box 2426
Columbia, SC 29202
Email: sro ers nexsen ruet.com

Stephen R. Goldle, Managing Owner
JACABB Utilities, LLC
210 W. North Second Street
Seneca, SC 29678
Email: steve oldieassociates.com

Susan A. Miller, Manager/Regulatory Affairs
Frontier Communications of the Carolinas, Incorporated
3833 Salston Avenue
Durham, NC 27713
Email: fl

Timothy P. Oliver
2039 Lake Marion Shores Road
Summerton, SC 29148
Email: sarah o bedard ail com

Tommy Dabney, VP - Operations
Lancaster Telephone Company d/b/a Comporium Communications
Post Office Box 400
Lancaster, SC 29721
Email: tom.dabne com orium.com
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Tony Williamson
Rural Water, Inc.
PO Box 359
Ware Shoals, SC 29692
Email: twilliamson landenv.com

Wayne Owens, CFO
Total Environmental Solutions, Inc.
Email:

Wright L. Phillips, President
Wright's Plumbing and Utilities, Incorporated
109 Mallard Cove Court
Chapin, SC 29036
Email: kim hilli s12169 ail com

Mr. Trey Judy, Director-Regulatory and Carrier Relations
Blufilon Telephone Company, Incorporated
Post Office Box 5986
Hilton Head, SC 29938
Email: tre .'ud dIhtc.har a .com


